
Canadian universities meet to integrate Environmental, Social and Corporate Governance  (ESG) issues 

June 21, 2011, Victoria, BC – Canadian university decision-makers will meet for the first time to address 
the impact of environmental, social and governance issues affecting over $41 billion in pension and 
endowment  funds, at  the Inaugural CURI Symposium.  

"This initiative will change the investment landscape among Canadian universities. It is an opportunity for 
Canadian universities to catch up with their global peers in the integration of Environmental, Social and 
Corporate Governance (ESG) considerations into their investment practices", said Omar Dominguez, 
CURI chair and co-founder. 

The inaugural Symposium will be held in conjunction with the Canadian Responsible Investment 
Conference.  Symposium participants include national university trustees, academics, student 
representatives and global industry experts.  The key issue it to address how Canadian universities face a 
$41 billion challenge to participate in the development of responsible investment (RI) at universities.  
Participants include Canadian Mutual Fund Companies, The UN-backed Principles of Responsible 
Investment, Meritas SRI Funds, Mercer, The Responsible Endowments Coalition, Jantzi-Sustainalytics  
and EIRIS.  The Symposium offers a unique feature where experts and interested participants can 
interact remotely via social media  (http://ccuri.wordpress.com/curi-symposium/live-feed/). 

"We are pleased by the momentum generated by the CURI Symposium. It will be the first time that 
University trustees come together with students and the responsible investing industry. The goal is to use 
billions of dollars in investments to change the world - and do it without losing money. If ignored, these 
risks do more than harm a university's reputation. This Symposium offers an opportunity for dialogue and 
interaction on important issues, which will enable Canadian Universities to be on par with their 
international counterparts,” says Dominguez. 

The CURI Symposium could have not happened without the support of our partners and sponsors, 
including the Social Investment Organization (SIO), the Canadian Business Ethics Research Network, 
The Somerset Foundation, SEAMARK Asset Management, Sustainability Television, The Boshyk Group 
and KASE Connections . “The SIO is pleased to partner with CURI in its first Symposium to be held in 
conjunction with the Canadian Responsible Investment Conference. CURI is a much-needed force for 
change among Canadian universities" said Eugene Ellmen, the SIO Executive Director. 
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For more information and interviews contact: 

Omar Dominguez 
Chair and co-founder 
Coalition of Universities for Responsible Investing 
odominguez@curi.ca 
T. 778.829.6136 
 
About the Coalition of Universities for Responsible Investing 

The Coalition of Universities for Responsible Investment (CURI) is an initiative to promote responsible 
investment (RI) as a prudent investment strategy among university trustees, and to provide university 
communities with the resources they need to encourage their institutions to adopt sustainable investment 
practices.  CURI facilitates dialogue and collaboration between Canadian universities, the RI industry and 
international investment networks.  CURI also supports curriculum development and expertise in the field 
of RI. www.curi.ca 


